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Mr. Chairman ,

Distinguished  Delegates ,

Ladies and Gentlemen ,

It is a great opportunity and pleasure to join my fellow participants  in expressing our appreciation to  Amb. Wu Jianmin , NEAT  Co-interim Coordinator, NEAT Country Coordinator of China and as well as President of China Foreign Affairs University for his kind  invitation  , warm hospitality and hearty welcome  accorded to us  to attend the NEAT  Conference on East Asia Investment Cooperation , Weihai  renowned  seaside  resort  at Shandong , China . I am also honoured to be here  to attend the East Asia Investment  Forum 2006 at Weihai .
Myanmar-ISIS has been participating  regularly in the working group meetings  , seminars and  conferences related to  the network of East Asia  Think-Tank .

Today , it is a privilege to be here with you to share our thoughts and views  under  the Panel III   on the   Priority Area of East  Asia  Investment  Cooperation .

Mr. Chairman ,

One of the fundamental goals of building  East Asian Community  adopted by EAVG   is “ to promote trade , investments and  financial cooperation in the interest of common prosperity .” In 1991 the  leaders of ASEAN +3 at Manila  while   issuing the  “ The  joint statement on East Asia  Cooperation ” stressed the important to promote  regional cooperation  in wider-ranging  issues at various  levels  . In  the issues on economic cooperation they agreed to  strengthen efforts in accelerating  trade investments , ICT, promotion of industrial and agriculture cooperation  , promotion of tourism  etc.  in the development of  growth  areas in East Asia  .
Also the 3rd Annual Conference of NEAT , August 2005 , Tokyo has   stressed that investment cooperation is an important part of , and  a great  facilitator for East Asia Community  building . To promote investment cooperation , East  Asian nations were urged with  vision , commitment , and political will , among  others  , to organize  big projects  especially  for infrastructure  construction . The conference  further suggested  that  the priority  project can be a Pan-Asian  transportation  network , including a Pan- Asian railways , Pan-Asian highway and Pan-Asian waterway. Measures  should be taken to coordinate the policies of transportation  management so as to form a network of efficient and  convenient  transportation systems  in East Asia .
Mr. Chairman ,

At this point , we  are  encouraged to see China’s  pledge to increase in the development of the Mekong River Basin  by assisting in the  implementation of the Quadripartite Agreement  on the Commercial Navigation of the  Lanchang -Mekong River . China has also pledged to  participate in  the  Kumming-Bangkok Highway and  a Pan-Asia  Railway .

According to “ the Studies in  Trade and  Investment  Potential in Asia ” issued  by the  United Nations , New York , the quality of the highway networks  in one of the ASEAN +3 countries  like  Myanmar  is now being improved . The   roads  linking  China  with  Mandalay are also  being  upgraded to handle the  growing  trade  with Yunnan   Province  of China . Thailand  is pushing  for  a new  highway  to  China through Lao and Myanmar . The  discussions  had been  made  with  Chinese  authorities  over the  development of a rail link between  Myanmar  and Yunnan Province of China . Myanmar and  China are  becoming  an  increasingly significant trade partners  due to  development  in transportation links between the two sides .

Mr. Chairman ,

To meet  the targets of the   developing  country such as     Myanmar  in East  Asia  we need to set up the necessary infrastructures  and services in transportation sectors. Thus , the following are essential in making foreign investment  : - 
· To attract large international hotel chains ,
· To set up foreign  and private sectors joint ventures ,
· To promote tourism industry ,
· To seek possible ways of encouraging  foreign   enterprises to invest in the area of transport vehicles and capital  goods .

· To develop the expansion of  roads , bridges and  railways  at  border  crossings  etc.

Mr. Chairman , 

In conclusions , allow me  to say that while we are discussing  the priority areas of East Asia investment cooperation , Myanmar provides a package of investment for investors    which  includes a  guarantee against   nationalization  and  unrestricted repatriation  of  profit  (after  the  payment  of  appropriate  taxes ) .The Government  has  been   flexible  in tailoring  investment  incentive  packages  to the needs of   particular  investors and  investment  projects .

 I hope , the development of transportation system   in  East Asia  ,   one day,  will create  the “ transportation network sans frontier ” in building of East Asia Community .
Thank you ! 
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